Total anorectal reconstruction: a novel technique.
The aim of this report is to describe a novel technical approach to total anorectal reconstruction after a Miles operation for rectal cancer. Recreation of an internal neosphincter with colonic muscle, the implant of an artificial bowel sphincter (ABS), and the association of a coloplasty constitute a complete substitution of the lost structures and functions. Although the patient developed a late complication which required removal of the ABS, the functional result of the technique can be considered as excellent, to be demonstrated by the incontinence score and quality of life with and without the colostomy.